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AGENDA 
Purpose of Meeting: 

The purpose of meeting is to clarify the objectives and scope for the RFP to assess the existing open 
space and define management parameters for wildfire mitigation, vegetation and habitat 
management, and recreational use. 

1. Introductions 
2. Efforts to Date 
3. Existing Resources 
4. Open Space RFP Objectives 

Get a list from biridaig to of 
attendes and add slide for 
introductions



INTRODUCTIONS
Advisory Committee 

- Lynn Bell 
- Caroline Pyrz 

Biking Representatives 
- Jonathan Carter 
- Erick Burton 

Hiking / Environmental Representatives 
- Deniz Bolbol 
- Kristin Mercer 

City Representatives 
- Daniel Ourtiague 
- Brigitte Shearer 

Gates + Associates  
- Linda Gates 
- Grant Hudson 



OVERVIEW

Efforts to date 
/PROS master 
paln 

belmontprosplan.com

PROS Master Plan, Survey, Inventory, Focus Groups

Open Space School Districts Inclusivity Youth Seniors



PROCESS 



● Open Space: Look for important write in comments 
○ Reflect the emails 

● Maintain and enhance tree 
canopy 

● Add more multi-use paths in 
parks 

● Add more restrooms
● Add more trees 
● Add more benches and 

places to sit 
● Bike pump track 
● Add more quiet areas for 

connection to nature and 
relaxation (res. only)

● Add more shade (res. only)
● Add more picnic areas 
● Add more community 

gardens

Use of Open Spaces 



● Open Space: Safety concerns, not enough restrooms.
● Parks: I do not have the time, biking does not feel safe.
● Athletic Fields: Not aware of the amenities, lack of amenities 

that interest, public transit is unavailable or inconvenient   

● Maintain and enhance tree 
canopy 

● Add more multi-use paths in 
parks 

● Add more restrooms
● Add more trees 
● Add more benches and 

places to sit 
● Bike pump track 
● Add more quiet areas for 

connection to nature and 
relaxation (res. only)

● Add more shade (res. only)
● Add more picnic areas 
● Add more community 

gardens

Factors Limiting Use of Open Spaces 



● Open Space: Safety concerns, not enough restrooms.
● Parks: I do not have the time, biking does not feel safe.
● Athletic Fields: Not aware of the amenities, lack of amenities 

that interest, public transit is unavailable or inconvenient   

● Maintain and enhance tree 
canopy 

● Add more multi-use paths in 
parks 

● Add more restrooms
● Add more trees 
● Add more benches and 

places to sit 
● Bike pump track 
● Add more quiet areas for 

connection to nature and 
relaxation (res. only)

● Add more shade (res. only)
● Add more picnic areas 
● Add more community 

gardens

 Words need to be more vislble , 
signage rstrooms and improv trais 
also high 

Ideas Supported 



● Open Space: Safety concerns, not enough restrooms.
● Parks: I do not have the time, biking does not feel safe.
● Athletic Fields: Not aware of the amenities, lack of amenities 

that interest, public transit is unavailable or inconvenient   

● Maintain and enhance tree 
canopy 

● Add more multi-use paths in 
parks 

● Add more restrooms
● Add more trees 
● Add more benches and 

places to sit 
● Bike pump track 
● Add more quiet areas for 

connection to nature and 
relaxation (res. only)

● Add more shade (res. only)
● Add more picnic areas 
● Add more community 

gardens

 ;i donot understnd this slide . if 
high they do not want to do ? Ideas Not Supported 



● Strongly Agree: Bike pump track, maintain & enhance tree canopy, add more multi-use paths 
in parks 

● Agree: Aquatics (by a lot), public art.
● Disagree: Opportunities to buy food or drink. 
● Strongly Disagree: Access to WiFi, food/drink, lacrosse fields, and more rental spaces.  

EMAIL COMMENTS

Date provided and 
who commissioned  

Common Themes: 

1. User Capacity of Open Spaces Between Bikers and Hikers 
- Single-use, Wide Trails, How to Address? 

2. Preserving Habitat, Mitigating Further Degradation of Trails 
- Erosion, Dangerous Trails, Sensitive Habitat Areas
- Creating Volunteer Opportunities 
- Best Management Practices for Open Spaces 

3. Preserve Areas Delineated for Preservation 
- John Brook’s Open Space 

“Waterdog used to be a wonderful place to take peaceful nature 
hikes.However lately the mountain bikes are taking over the trails. 
Some of them are considerate.  But many tear up the trails, go off trail, 
or ride at inappropriate times like after a rainfall when the trails are soft 
and vulnerable to erosion.  Senior citizens (like myself) especially are 
starting to feel less comfortable hiking there because of the trail 
damage hazards and because of the fear of being hit by a bike.  We 
can't jump out of the way of an oncoming bike as quickly as we did 
when we were younger.” - Carol Wilhelmy 

“With as few as 1,000 remaining, this beauty below is the rare and 
endangered San Francisco garter snake, christened “the most beautiful 
serpent in North America.” It is found ONLY in SF and the peninsula, 
and needs a riparian (pond/wetland) habitat for survival. I have seen 
one in Waterdog, and they are documented on the General Plan 
Conservation Element as present in Waterdog, but they are very rare 
and are protected under the Endangered Species Act (U.S Fish and 
Wildlife Service).” - Kristen Mercer 

“I often hike the trails at Waterdog Lake and would like to remind the 
Parks and Recreation Commissioners that this area is also known as 
the John Brooks Memorial Open Space. Isn't this because the land 
was donated by John Brooks? As I understand it, the land was donated 
with the expressed purpose of preserving a natural space. Please bear 
this in mind when considering any trail developments that might put 
recreational biking (trail biking and in particular extreme mountain 
biking, which is really a sport) above the preservation the natural 
landscape and habitat.” - Connie Tettenborn



● Strongly Agree: Bike pump track, maintain & enhance tree canopy, add more multi-use paths 
in parks 

● Agree: Aquatics (by a lot), public art.
● Disagree: Opportunities to buy food or drink. 
● Strongly Disagree: Access to WiFi, food/drink, lacrosse fields, and more rental spaces.  

DOCUMENTS
● 1992 Master Plan 
● 1998 Trail Master Plan
● Trail maps 
● Parcel Maps and Historical Documents 
● City’s 2035 General Plan 

Date provided and who commissioned  



● Strongly Agree: Bike pump track, maintain & enhance tree canopy, add more multi-use paths 
in parks 

● Agree: Aquatics (by a lot), public art.
● Disagree: Opportunities to buy food or drink. 
● Strongly Disagree: Access to WiFi, food/drink, lacrosse fields, and more rental spaces.  

DOCUMENTS
● City’s 2035 General Plan 

○ “to ensure that it accurately reflects 
the community’s priorities and 
available resources” (policy 4.1-1a)

○ Section 5.2 Conservation 

Date provided and who commissioned  



OPEN SPACES
Waterdog Open Space 

● User Capacity / Safety Concerns 
● Trail Condition

○ Erosion in high slope areas, general trail 
conditions  

● Fire Safety  
● Vegetation and Habitat Protection  

Hidden Canyon Park 

Waterdog Lake

These are just general topics that 
are points of discussion from 
survey, comments, general points 
of concern 

● are these summaryof topics 
from wite in and emails ? if so 
need to be identified as such 
tiltle and follow the survey  or s 
this  assement so label as such

Additional 
Email 
comment 
themes 



● Most of the comments from emails 

San Juan Canyon Open Space 

● Trail Delineation 
● Trail Condition

○ Erosion in high slope areas, general 
trail conditions  

● Fire Safety 
● Vegetation and Habitat Protection    

OPEN SPACESEntry by Bartlett Way
Entry to Sugarloaf

Entry by Marsten Rd.



OPEN SPACE RFP OBJECTIVES
Assess existing conditions to define recreation capacity while protecting natural resources. 
Define parameters for: 

■ Fire protection and emergency access 
■ Preserving habitat 
■ Protecting natural systems 
■ Developing best practices/guidelines for trail maintenance
■ Optimizing recreational capacity  


