PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE
MASTER PLAN

Scope Proposal RFP Open Space Meeting
June 16, 2021
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The purpose of meeting is to clarify the objectives and scope for the RFP to assess the existing open
space and define management parameters for wildfire mitigation, vegetation and habitat
management, and recreational use.

Introductions

Efforts to Date

Existing Resources

Open Space RFP Objectives
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Advisory Committee
- Lynn Bell
- Caroline Pyrz

Biking Representatives
- Jonathan Carter
- Erick Burton

Hiking / Environmental Representatives
- Deniz Bolbol
- Kristin Mercer

City Representatives
- Daniel Ourtiague
- Brigitte Shearer

INTRODUCTIONS

Gates + Associates
- Linda Gates
- Grant Hudson




OVERVIEW

LETS BUILD OUR BACKYARD

belmontprosplan.com
BELMONT PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN

OUR PLAN EVENTS RESOURCES CONTACT

PARKS | RECREATION | OPEN SPACE MASTERPLAN @

Belmont Parks, Outdoor Recreation Programs and Open Space
Community Survey

Thank you for your time and input to shape the future of Belmont

Welcome to the first round of our PROS (Parks, Recreation, and Open Space) Plan ou[rezch‘

Your input will help guide 15+ year vision for hese spaces and the
activities that can occur in our backyard. Thank you in advance for your feedback on all th(ee components of

this Master Plan
Parks,
Outdoor Recreation Programs,
and Open Space
As we move through this process the Master Plan will reflect the following Guiding Principles:
- Provide equitable access to esources and sotiites 3010 the entire iy
to people of all s of race, gender, sexual orientation, sacioeconomic

position or physical/cognitive ability
- Make all users fe=l welcome and safe

- Offer services and activities across a range of interests, abilities, and ages.
- Reflect our
- Respect the beauty and importance of our natural resources

A

Open Space School Districts Inclusivity Youth Seniors

PARKS INVENTORY

ALEXANDER PARK
900 Etock of verkstire
Type: Group ©

Size 13 A0re
Constructed

RK OVERVIEW
Alexander Park & 3 high e pak watin 3 residartial

PROS Master Plan, Survey, Inventory, Focus Groups

& PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN UPDATE

BELMONT PARKAND RECREATION DISTRICT




PROCESS

2021
March - July Aug - Sept
Project Kick - off * Project Website « Recommendations and + Implementation * Draftand
Document * Parks Assessments Prioritization Plan Adoption
Review *  Community-wide Online Survey
Community *+  Focus Groups

Engagement Plan

Feb. - June

-




Use of Open Spaces

[ Residents
== == Non-Residents

Exercise - Individual

Learn something new Commune with nature

Participate on a sports team

Connect with community Gather with friends and family

Exercise - organized activity Outing with children

Outing with pets




Factors Limiting Use of Open Spaces

Lack of restrooms = Open Space
E—

Public transit is unavailable or inconvenient - Poor condition / Maintenance

Lack of adequate parking

— 160

- 120

Not aware of these facilities

Safety concerns at the location

Does not accommodate my needs

| do not have the time Travel distance is too great

Walking does not feel safe




Ideas Supported

s Residents
«= «= Non-Residents

Repair and maintain existing trails

Expand parking areas at trailheads

Add drinking fountains

\ Add more dog waste stations
A

9 a4
Widen and improve select existing trails ‘ Add more signage for trail safety
~—__ o
Add interpretive signage wayfinding - — Add permenant restrooms




Ideas Not Supported

mmmm Residents

«= == Non-Residents
Reduce limit number of trails

Designate certain trails for certain use
\
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- Establish use policies
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Add security patrol, call boxes and/or trailhead lighting
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Widen and improve select existing trails

" Host guided walks




1.

2.

3.

User Capacity of Open Spaces Between Bikers and Hikers

Preserving Habitat, Mitigating Further Degradation of Trails

Single-use, Wide Trails, How to Address?

Erosion, Dangerous Trails, Sensitive Habitat Areas
Creating Volunteer Opportunities
Best Management Practices for Open Spaces

Preserve Areas Delineated for Preservation

John Brook’s Open Space

“Waterdog used to be a wonderful place to take peaceful nature
hikes.However lately the mountain bikes are taking over the trails.
Some of them are considerate. But many tear up the trails, go off trail,
or ride at inappropriate times like after a rainfall when the trails are soft
and vulnerable to erosion. Senior citizens (like myself) especially are
starting to feel less comfortable hiking there because of the trail
damage hazards and because of the fear of being hit by a bike. We
can't jump out of the way of an oncoming bike as quickly as we did
when we were younger.” - Carol Wilhelmy

“With as few as 1,000 remaining, this beauty below is the rare and
endangered San Francisco garter snake, christened “the most beautiful
serpent in North America.” It is found ONLY in SF and the peninsula,
and needs a riparian (pond/wetland) habitat for survival. | have seen
one in Waterdog, and they are documented on the General Plan
Conservation Element as present in Waterdog, but they are very rare
and are protected under the Endangered Species Act (U.S Fish and
Wildlife Service).” - Kristen Mercer

“I often hike the trails at Waterdog Lake and would like to remind the
Parks and Recreation Commissioners that this area is also known as
the John Brooks Memorial Open Space. Isn't this because the land
was donated by John Brooks? As | understand it, the land was donated
with the expressed purpose of preserving a natural space. Please bear
this in mind when considering any trail developments that might put
recreational biking (trail biking and in particular extreme mountain
biking, which is really a sport) above the preservation the natural
landscape and habitat.” - Connie Tettenborn



i CITY OF BELMONT i
| OPEN SPACE TRAIL SYSTEM
i ADOPTED JULY 1998 '

DOCUMENTS

1992 Master Plan

1998 Trail Master Plan

Trail maps

Parcel Maps and Historical Documents
City’s 2035 General Plan

Best Management Practices s

For Road Rehabilitation /
Road-To-Trail Conversion

7 BEYOND
THE TOP OF
CUTBANK OR
EDGE OF
TRALBED ON
FLAT

]

TOP OF CUTBANK /
INBOARD HINGE /
ITBOARD

PEDESTRIAN & MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS Water Dog Lake BELMONT, (G AN R e ;‘l

Open Space Trail Map
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jure 2.2 - Map of a Segmented Trail s:tom




Parks, Recreation, and e City's 2035 General Plan

Open Space Element o  “toensure that it accurately reflects
the community’s priorities and
available resources” (policy 4.1-1a)

o  Section 5.2 Conservation

4.1 INTRODUCTION

5.2 OPEN SPACE

GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS




OPEN SPACES

- oy . Waterdog Open Space
] Vaterdog LakeSERL_ i
ik 5 User Capacity / Safety Concerns
e Trail Condition
o  Erosion in high slope areas, general trail
conditions
e Fire Safety

e Vegetation and Habitat Protection
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msEntry to Sugarloa ma O PEN S PAC ES
B Gl Entry by Bartlett Way

San Juan Canyon Open Space

e Trail Delineation
e Trail Condition
o  Erosion in high slope areas, general
trail conditions
e Fire Safety
e Vegetation and Habitat Protection




Assess existing conditions to define recreation capacity while protecting natural resources.
Define parameters for:
m Fire protection and emergency access
Preserving habitat

Protecting natural systems
Developing best practices/guidelines for trail maintenance
Optimizing recreational capacity

DETAIL
MAP
&gee

Water Dog Lake
Open Space Trail Map

B E LM O NT CA [ Trailheads ,~ Single-track Trails #~ Wide Trails = Steep Uphill
’ : 025
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